S2178

(4) complying with appropriate social
distancing and quarantine recommendations;

(5) relieving financial burdens for individ-
uals in the United States hurt by the
COVID-19 pandemic, including through pub-
lic health emergency leave;

(6) State Medicaid programs and commu-
nity health centers to ensure care for vulner-
able populations;

(7) collaboration among the Federal Gov-
ernment, State and local governments,
schools, businesses, and employers to sup-
port public health measures to decrease com-
munity spread of COVID-19;

(8) investments in the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, which support infec-
tious disease outbreak preparedness and crit-
ical public health infrastructure for State
and local health departments and public
health laboratories;

(9) a comprehensive effort to ensure a suc-
cessful COVID-19 vaccination campaign that
boosts access to vaccines for vulnerable pop-
ulations and trust in vaccine safety and ef-
fectiveness; and

(10) efforts to address racism as a public
health crisis and reduce racial and ethnic
health disparities related to COVID-19
deaths, vaccine access and testing, and im-
portant health outcomes outside of the pan-
demic such as maternal mortality;

Whereas, in 2020, the life expectancy for
the population of the United States dropped
a full year, which is the largest drop in life
expectancy since 1943;

Whereas many of the leading causes of
death for individuals in the United States re-
sult from chronic conditions, which are
among the most common, costly, and pre-
ventable of all health challenges;

Whereas there are significant differences
in the health status of individuals living in
the most healthy States and those living in
the least healthy States, including dif-
ferences in obesity rates, the prevalence of
chronic disease, and the prevalence of infec-
tious disease;

Whereas racial and ethnic minority popu-
lations in the United States continue to ex-
perience disparities in the burden of illness
and death, as compared with the entire popu-
lation of the United States;

Whereas violence is a leading cause of pre-
mature death and it is estimated that more
than 7 individuals per hour die a violent
death in the United States;

Whereas deaths from homicides cost the
economy of the United States billions of dol-
lars and the violence of homicides can cause
social and emotional distress, community
trauma, injury, disability, depression, anx-
iety, and post-traumatic stress disorder;

Whereas emergency department visits for
suicidal thoughts or self-harm increased 25.5
percent between January 2017 and December
2018, with substantial increases occurring in
younger age groups;

Whereas an estimated 1 in 7 children in the
United States experiences child abuse and
neglect, which imposes an annual lifetime
economic burden of approximately
$428,000,000,000 on the population of the
United States;

Whereas, despite significant progress in re-
ducing the infant mortality rate in the
United States to a historic low of 5.8 infant
deaths per 1,000 live births, in 2017 the infant
mortality rate in the United States greatly
varies among States;

Whereas women die from pregnancy-re-
lated complications in the United States at a
higher rate than in many other developed
countries and an estimated 60 percent of ma-
ternal deaths in the United States are pre-
ventable;

Whereas Black mothers experience a ma-
ternal mortality rate 3 to 4 times higher
than White mothers;
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Whereas 81,000 drug overdose deaths oc-
curred in the United States during the 12-
month period ending May 2020, the highest
level ever recorded during a 12-month period;

Whereas cigarette smoking is the leading
cause of preventable disease and death in the
United States, accounting for more than
480,000 deaths every year, including more
than 41,000 deaths resulting from secondhand
smoke;

Whereas the percentage of adults in the
United States who smoke cigarettes has de-
creased from 20.9 percent of the population
in 2005 to 13.7 percent of the population in
2018;

Whereas, in 2020, according to data from
the National Youth Tobacco Survey 19.6 per-
cent of high school students (3,020,000 stu-
dents) and 4.7 percent of middle school stu-
dents (550,000 students) reported current e-
cigarette use;

Whereas data from the National Youth To-
bacco Survey showed that in 2020 almost 40
percent of high school e-cigarette users were
using an e-cigarette on 20 or more days out
of the month and almost a quarter of high
school e-cigarette users were using e-ciga-
rettes every day, indicating a strong depend-
ence on nicotine among youth;

Whereas in the past 2 decades heat-related
mortality for older persons has almost dou-
bled, reaching a record high 19,000 deaths in
2018;

Whereas from 2018 to 2019 the United
States spent nearly $13 per person on climate
change adaptation in the health sector, far
less than what is needed to prevent the grow-
ing health impacts of climate change;

Whereas, in 2016, fine particulate air pollu-
tion led to more than 64,000 premature
deaths in the United States and Black and
Hispanic individuals in the United States
were disproportionately impacted;

Whereas public health organizations use
National Public Health Week to educate pub-
lic policymakers and public health profes-
sionals on issues that are important to im-
proving the health of the people of the
United States;

Whereas studies show that small strategic
investments in disease prevention can result
in significant savings in health care costs;

Whereas vaccination is one of the most sig-
nificant public health achievements in his-
tory and has resulted in substantial de-
creases in—

(1) the number of cases, hospitalizations,
and deaths associated with vaccine-prevent-
able diseases; and

(2) health care costs associated with vac-
cine-preventable diseases;

Whereas each 10 percent increase in local
public health spending contributes to a—

(1) 6.9 percent decrease in infant deaths;

(2) 3.2 percent decrease in deaths related to
cardiovascular disease;

(3) 1.4 percent decrease in deaths due to di-
abetes; and

(4) 1.1 percent decrease in cancer-related
deaths;

Whereas public health professionals help
communities prevent, prepare for, mitigate,
and recover from the impact of a full range
of health threats, including—

(1) disease outbreaks, such as the COVID-
19 pandemic;

(2) natural disasters, such as wildfires,
flooding, and severe storms; and

(3) other disasters, including disasters
caused by human activity and public health
emergencies;

Whereas public health professionals col-
laborate with partners outside of the health
sector, including city planners, transpor-
tation officials, education officials, and pri-
vate sector businesses, recognizing that
other sectors can influence health outcomes;

Whereas in communities across the United
States, individuals are changing the way
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they care for their health by avoiding to-
bacco use, eating healthier, increasing phys-
ical activity, and preventing unintentional
injuries at home and in the workplace; and

Whereas efforts to adequately support pub-
lic health and the prevention of disease and
injury can continue to transform a health
system focused on treating illness into a
health system focused on preventing disease
and injury and promoting wellness: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Public Health Week;

(2) recognizes the efforts of public health
professionals, the Federal Government,
States, Tribes, municipalities, local commu-
nities, and individuals in preventing disease
and injury;

(3) recognizes the role of public health in—

(A) preventing and responding to infectious
disease outbreaks, such as the COVID-19
pandemic;

(B) mitigating short-term and long-term
impacts of infectious disease outbreaks on
the health and wellness of individuals in the
United States;

(C) addressing social and other deter-
minants of health, including health dispari-
ties experienced by minority populations;
and

(D) improving the overall health of individ-
uals and communities in the United States;

(4) encourages increased efforts and re-
sources to—

(A) improve the health of individuals in
the United States; and

(B) make the United States, in 1 genera-
tion, the healthiest Nation in the world by—

(i) providing greater opportunities to im-
prove community health and prevent disease
and injury; and

(ii) strengthening the public health system
and workforce in the United States; and

(5) encourages the people of the United
States to learn about the role of the public
health system in improving health across
the United States.

SENATE RESOLUTION 176—URGING
ALL PARTIES IN GEORGIA TO
SEEK PROMPT IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE AGREEMENT SIGNED ON
APRIL 19, 2021, AND REAFFIRM-
ING THE SUPPORT OF THE SEN-
ATE FOR GEORGIA, THE TERRI-
TORIAL INTEGRITY OF GEORGIA,
AND THE  ASPIRATIONS OF
GEORGIANS TO JOIN THE EURO-
ATLANTIC COMMUNITY

Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, and Mr. RISCH) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 176

Whereas, on April 9, 1991, Georgia declared
independence from the Soviet Union, and on
March 24, 1992, the United States and Geor-
gia established formal diplomatic relations;

Whereas, since 1993, the territorial integ-
rity of Georgia has been reaffirmed by the
international community and numerous
United Nations Security Council resolutions;

Whereas, at the 2008 Summit in Bucharest,
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) recognized the aspirations of Geor-
gia to join NATO and agreed that Georgia
would become a member of the Alliance;

Whereas, on January 9, 2009, the United
States and Georgia signed the United States-
Georgia Charter on Strategic Partnership,
affirming the close relationship between the
United States and Georgia based on the
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shared principles of democracy, free mar-
kets, defense and security cooperation, and
cultural exchanges;

Whereas Georgia has made significant con-
tributions to the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and remains the largest troop contrib-
utor among NATO partners to the NATO-led
Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan;

Whereas the United States supports the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Geor-
gia within its internationally recognized bor-
ders and condemns the continued occupation
by the Russian Federation of the Georgian
regions of South Ossetia and Abkhazia;

Whereas, in March 2020, the United States
and several embassies of European countries
in Georgia brokered an agreement among the
major political parties in Georgia, which in-
cluded changes to the electoral system and
called on all sides to address the appearance
of political interference in the judicial sys-
tem;

Whereas, on June 29, 2020, the Parliament
of Georgia adopted constitutional amend-
ments, establishing a more proportional
electoral system and promoting greater po-
litical pluralism in future parliaments;

Whereas the United States Embassy in
Thilisi applauded Georgia’s electoral reforms
and urged the Parliament of Georgia to pass
additional legislation that fully incorporates
all of the recommendations of the Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights
of the Organization for Security and Co-oper-
ation in Europe (OSCE/ODIHR) and urged
Georgian authorities to effectively imple-
ment such legislation;

Whereas, on October 31, 2020, Georgia held
its first parliamentary elections since adopt-
ing the electoral reforms in June 2020;

Whereas the OSCE/ODIHR limited election
observation team detailed a number of flaws
and partially or completely unimplemented
OSCE/ODIHR recommendations, but also
concluded that the first round of the October
2020 parliamentary elections in Georgia was
‘“‘competitive and, overall, fundamental free-
doms were respected’’;

Whereas the United States Embassy in
Thilisi shared the OSCE/ODIHR’s assessment
of the first round of elections and stressed
the importance of fully addressing the defi-
ciencies noted by the OSCE/ODIHR Limited
Election Observation Mission Preliminary
Report before the second round of elections
in November 2020;

Whereas the Georgian opposition refused
to recognize the legitimacy of the October
2020 elections, boycotted the second round of
elections, called for public voter intimida-
tion of anyone voting in the second round of
elections, and declined to take their seats in
parliament;

Whereas, on February 23, 2021, Georgian
authorities entered the headquarters of
United National Movement (UNM) and ar-
rested its leader Nikanor Melia on a bail vio-
lation;

Whereas, on March 23, 2021, the Sub-
committee on Europe and Regional Security
Cooperation of the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate held a hearing on
Georgia to examine the political situation
and to highlight the actions that the Gov-
ernment of Georgia and the opposition could
take in order to resolve the impasse and
move the country forward;

Whereas, in that hearing, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State George Kent testified
that the Russian Federation uses its illegal
occupation of Abkhazia and South Ossetia,
‘“‘economic leverage, cyber attacks, and
disinformation to try to force Georgia to
abandon its Euro-Atlantic aspirations and to
sow division and distrust’’;

Whereas, at the same hearing, Deputy As-
sistant Secretary Kent testified, ‘‘Georgia
has real work to do in strengthening its de-
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mocracy . . . Georgia’s commitment to de-
mocracy and the rule of law is a fundamental
element of our strategic relationship, as well
as the precondition for the country’s further
progress.’’; and

Whereas international mediation efforts to
resolve the political impasse in Georgia led
to an agreement signed on April 19, 2021, by
representatives of several political parties
and individual Members of Parliament: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls on Georgian Dream, United Na-
tional Movement, and the other parties
elected to the Parliament of Georgia to fully
implement the compromise proposed by Eu-
ropean Council President Michel on April 18,
2021, and signed on April 19, 2021;

(2) calls on all elected Members of Par-
liament to take their seats in parliament
and begin work without further delay on the
challenges facing Georgia, including con-
sequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, a
weakened economy, and challenging regional

dynamics;
(3) calls on the Government of Georgia to
institute systemic reforms, developed

through an inclusive and transparent con-
sultation process with stakeholders, to en-
sure that the judicial system is impartial
and independent and not used for political or
partisan ends, including by fully adopting
and implementing the recommendations of
the European Commission for Democracy
through Law (commonly known as the ‘“Ven-
ice Commission’’) and other experts;

(4) calls on the Government of Georgia to
institute inclusively and transparently de-
veloped systemic electoral reforms to ad-
dress the underlying causes of the political
impasse and avoid a recurrence of such a cri-
sis, including by fully adopting and imple-
menting the recommendations of the Office
for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights of the Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE/ODIHR);

(b) recognizes that the political situation
in Georgia has been exacerbated by the ef-
forts of the Russian Federation to sow chaos
throughout Georgia, including the illegally
occupied territories of Abkhazia and South
Ossetia;

(6) expresses concern that impediments to
strengthening Georgia’s democratic institu-
tions and processes will slow its progress to-
ward achieving its aspiration of Euro-Atlan-
tic integration and strengthening its econ-
omy and could result in conditions placed on
United States assistance to Georgia; and

(7) emphasizes that the United States sup-
ports a more robust democracy in Georgia,
with governing institutions that dem-
onstrate integrity, checks and balances,
transparency, the capacity to counter Rus-
sian and other malign influence, and the
ability to achieve the Euro-Atlantic aspira-
tions of the people of Georgia.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 177—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2021 AS “FINAN-
CIAL LITERACY MONTH”

Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. ScoTT of
South Carolina, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. CASSIDY,
Ms. HASSAN, Ms. ERNST, Mr. WICKER,
Mr. CooNS, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. DAINES, Ms.
ROSEN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. LUMMIS, and
Mr. PETERS) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:
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S. RES. 177

Whereas, according to the 2019 report enti-
tled ‘“Economic Well-Being of U.S. House-
holds” by the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System, 37 percent of adults in
the United States cannot cover an unex-
pected expense of $400;

Whereas, according to the 2019 report enti-
tled “How America Banks: Household Use of
Banking and Financial Services’ by the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, approxi-
mately 5.4 percent of households in the
United States are unbanked and, therefore,
have limited or no access to savings, lending,
and other basic financial services;

Whereas, according to the 2020 Consumer
Financial Literacy Survey final report of the
National Foundation for Credit Counseling
that was conducted prior to COVID-19
lockdowns—

(1) a majority (62 percent) of adults in the
United States had credit card debt during
the 1-year period ending on the date of publi-
cation of the report;

(2) over 25 (43 percent) of adults in the
United States carry credit card debt from
month to month; and

(3) approximately 47 percent of adults in
the United States maintain a budget;

Whereas, according to the statistical re-
lease of the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System for the fourth quarter
of 2020 entitled ‘‘Household Debt and Cred-
it”"—

(1) outstanding household debt in the
United States has been increasing steadily
since 2013 and was $414,000,000,000 higher than
at the end of 2019; and

(2) outstanding student loan balances have
more than doubled in the last decade to ap-
proximately $1,560,000,000,000;

Whereas, according to the 2020 report enti-
tled ‘‘Survey of the States: Economic and
Personal Finance Education in Our Nation’s
Schools’, by the Council for Economic Edu-
cation—

(1) only 25 States require students to take
an economics course as a high school gradua-
tion requirement; and

(2) only 21 States require students to take
a personal finance course as a high school
graduation requirement, either independ-
ently or as part of an economics course;

Whereas, according to the Gallup-HOPE
Index, in 2016 only 57 percent of students in
the United States had money in a bank or
credit union account;

Whereas expanding access to the safe,
mainstream financial system will provide in-
dividuals with less expensive and more se-
cure options for managing finances and
building wealth;

Whereas quality personal financial edu-
cation is essential to ensure that individuals
are prepared—

(1) to manage money, credit, and debt; and

(2) to become responsible workers, heads of
household, investors, entrepreneurs, business
leaders, and citizens;

Whereas increased financial literacy—

(1) empowers individuals to make wise fi-
nancial decisions; and

(2) reduces the confusion caused by an in-
creasingly complex economy;

Whereas a greater understanding of, and
familiarity with, financial markets and in-
stitutions will lead to increased economic
activity and growth; and

Whereas, in 2003, Congress—

(1) determined that coordinating Federal
financial literacy efforts and formulating a
national strategy is important; and

(2) in light of that determination, passed
the Financial Literacy and Education Im-
provement Act (20 U.S.C. 9701 et seq.), estab-
lishing the Financial Literacy and Education
Commission: Now, therefore, be it
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